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USD CHOSEN FOR PHI BETA KAPPA CHAPTER 
The University of San Diego has been approved for a chapter of Phi Beta Kappa, 
the oldest and most prestigious academic honor society in the nation. 
Phi Beta Kappa officials, who meet every three years to consider new members, 
following a lengthy application process, announced USD's acceptance Aug. 9 in Seattle. 
The society, established in 1776, will now have 270 chapters from around the country. 
"Membership in Phi Beta Kappa means USD can now confer the highest 
academic honor possible on its outstanding liberal arts and sciences graduates," said USD 
President Mary E. Lyons. "This is another sign to our current and future students that 
they have chosen to study at one of the nation's finest institutions of higher learning." 
Famous Phi Beta Kappa members include polio vaccine creator Jonas Salk, 
former Presidents Bill Clinton and George Herbert Walker Bush, opera singer Beverly 
Sills and humanitarian Elie Wiesel. The society honors outstanding students in the liberal 
arts and sciences. 
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USD is one of 18 Catholic institutions in the country that have earned 
membership into the honor society. 
"This is a wonderful acknowledgement of the quality ofUSD's faculty and 
programs and an opportunity to recognize our students' success in pursuing a liberal arts 
education dedicated to both academic excellence and values-centered learning," said 
former USD President Alice B. Hayes who retired earlier this summer. 
Some 15,000 students from around the country are chosen each year for the 
society, whose distinctive emblem of academic achievement is a golden key. Students are 
generally selected during their senior year of college, during both the fall and spring. 
Phi Beta Kappa offers a variety of academic, social and community-based 
programs to support its members and promote excellence in liberal arts scholarship across 
the country. 
The University of San Diego is an independent Catholic institution of higher 
learning overlooking San Diego's Mission Bay. Chartered in 1949, the school enrolls 
more than 7,000 students and is known for its commitment to teaching, the liberal arts, 
the formation of values and community service. 
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